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ATTEMPTS OF MISUSING THE PRINCIPLE OF RE-
FORM IN THE RITUALS OF COMMEMORATING IMAM
AL-HUSAYN ‘S MARTYRDOM;

A CRITICAL REVIEW OF “TRAGEDY OF KARBALaG”
Shaykh Sabah “Abbas al-Sa‘idi

In this essay, the writer deals with an extremely important and seri-
ous topic represented by the attempts aiming at misusing the principle
of reform raised in the rituals of commemorating Imam Al-Husay's
martyrdom for the purpose of eliminating and eradicating these ritu-
als. The writer thus chooses a book some details of which has already
been discussed in previous essays published in the al-Islah al-Husayni
Bulletin.

In the beginning, the writer underscores the lexical meaning of the
word islah (reform) and the scope of its legal usages, proving that this
principle (of reform) is the very methodology adopted by our master
scholars who, in this regard, followed the course of the Prophets, Apos-
tles, and Imams.

He them moves to discuss the relationship between this word (i.e. re-
form) and the rituals of commemorating Imam Al-Husayn ‘s reformative
rising that ended with his martyrdom to show the scope of working on
its basis. He thus concludes that the principle of reform has been fully
and completely put into practice by scholars of the religion through the
rituals of commemorating Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom, providing as
evidence the statements of those scholars that they published in their
books and speeches.

After presenting these important preludes, the writer critically dis-
cusses the book of “Tragedy of Karbala'” authored by Dr. Ibrahim al-

‘ﬁ %y Haydari, citing the reasons for choosing this very book and highlight-
% ing, yet generally, the details of Chapter Seven of the book involved. He

i thus puts his critiques in three researches.

The first research is about the abuses targeted at the religious schol-
ars and symbols by the author of the book along with emphasizing on
the problematics that the writer lists in five detailed points.

The second research includes the author's view about the orators
who deliver sermons on the occasion of Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom



and those in charge of building stations of receiving the pilgrims to
Imam Al-Husayn s holy shrine. The writer thus discusses the author s
view within six major points.

The third research is focused on the author's negative view of the A
participants in commemorating Imam Al-Husayn's martyrdom, fol- ‘ﬁ*{*-
lowed by scholarly critiques that the writer of the essay registers in :.p*'a &% .

el

four points. i
W

The writer then concludes this important result: The author of the
book has not regarded the scientific criteria, since his one and only aim
was to find fault with the rituals of commemorating Imam Al-Husayn's
martyrdom and to deride those who support them and those who work
for boosting and maintaining them.

The writer then closes the essay with an epilogue about the neces-
sity of discussing other topics that are firmly related to the title and
subject matter of the essay, but what prevents him from discussing these
topics is the need for a broader area, which imposes on him to write
an independent critical book dealing more elaborately with the topics
mentioned in this essay or, at least, writing another essay in which the
writer may shed thorough light on the issues that have not been men-
tioned in sufficient details in this essay or in coming essays because of
the limitedness of these essays.
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AN INTERVIEW ABOUT

GENERALSKETCHES OF THE RITUALS OF COMMEMORATING IMAM
AL-HUSAYN 'S MARTYRDOM AND THE LIMITS OF REFORM

Sayyid Mustafa Husayniyyan

The al-Islah al-Husayni Bulletin team interviewed His Eminence
the well-versed scholar Sayyid Mustafa Husayniyyan through posing
a number of questions to which His Eminence gave adequate answers.
He thus referred to a definition of the word sha‘a'ir (rituals), confirm-
ing that the Qur'anic usage of this word includes all sorts of rituals
amongst which is the rituals of commemorating Imam Al-Husayn's
martyrdom and highlighting the fact that visiting the shrine of Imam Al-
Husayn is one of the most important aspects of these rituals, since many
narrations that were reported from the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt
emphasized on this ritual.

His Eminence Sayyid Husayniyyan stressed that what is meant by
remodeling the rituals of commemorating Imam Al-Husayn's martyr-
dom_which is a modern call that has been advocated here and there-
is to insert in the religion what is not part of it; therefore, those who
claim remodeling the rituals must depend on two major and essentials
steps; the first of which is to confess of the rituals that have been proven
through clear-cut evidence, and the second is to avoid practicing any
ritual that leads to deforming the Ahl al-Bayt Sect.

When he was asked whether or not the rituals of commemorating
Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom can be inserted in the circle of the lawful
actions in the most restricted meaning of this term, he answered, “When
an action is proven to be legal, it is no longer one of the rituals, because
rituals are subjected to recommendation in the sense that they are not
religious duties, rather, they are only recommended acts.”

About the question of the interference of folkloric traditions in con-
sidering some rituals as ruinous and shameful, His Eminence answered
that the question is relative, in the sense that when a certain ritual is con-
sidered ruinous and shameful in a certain country, it must be shunned in
that country but not in other countries where the same ritual is not seen
as ruinous or shameful, but when a certain ritual is considered so in all
countries, then it is obligatory to stop doing it or at least to reform it.



Concerning the origin of the reformative movement, His Eminence
stated that the so-called remodeling the rituals of commemorating
Imam Al-Husayn s martyrdom is something innovative and it does not
have any ancient roots.

About the masses ‘ attitude to the advocacies of remodeling the rituals
of commemorating Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom, Sayyid Husayniyyan
stressed that the masses in the present day have not responded to such
advocacies for many reasons. He also stated that the duty-bound per-
sons should refer to the scholars from whom they receive their religious
laws in order to define and decide their duties towards such advocacies.

With regard to the scholars * attitude to these advocacies, His Emi-
nence stated that the master scholars have not responded or reacted to
these advocacies, because they hold political colors and they are not
aimed at defending the Ahl al-Bayt Sect. It is therefore necessary to
treat the points of weakness, if there is any, in these rituals, since such
an act is considered to be boosting of the rituals.

In order for the calls for reform in the rituals of commemorating
Imam Al-Husayn's martyrdom to be effective and to occupy a vast sci-
entific area, His Eminence called for basing these calls on scientific
principles and proofs.

Because some advocates of remodeling these rituals diagnose mis-
takes from their persona viewpoints only bringing about new disadvan-
tages to which they did not pay attention because of their attitudes, His
Eminence Sayyid Husayniyyan emphasized on the necessity of referring
to the supreme religious authorities and the master and virtuous scholars
of the Religious Seminary in order to seek their advices in such situations.

Concerning the issue of some referential authorities ‘ expressing no
opinion about certain rituals, which made it impossible to recognize
whether they are with or against these rituals, His Eminence expressed
that these attitudes adopted by some referential authorities and reli-
gious rulers do not reveal their approval or disapproval; therefore, it is
necessary to ask them directly about their opinions in the issue.

His Eminence denied the idea that whatever is related to Imam Al-

Husayn is above and beyond criticism, appraisal, judgment, and re-

form. He thus considered such an idea to be scientifically worthless.

In the end, His Eminence Sayyid Husayniyyan expressed his appre-
ciation of the efforts exerted by the al-Islah al-Husayni Bulletin team
and wished them good luck, conf irming that whatever is made in the
cause of Imam Al-Husayn ‘s rising is still worthless if compared to what
was made and provided by Imam Al-Husayn.
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A SEMINAR:
GRIEF FOR IMAM AL-HUSAYN; BETWEEN JURISPRU-
DENTIAL EVIDENCING AND IDEATIONAL THEORIZATION

Sayyid Husayn al-Hakim

The writer of the essay touches on an important aspect that is firmly
related to the rituals of commemorating Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom;
namely, the aspect of expressing deep grief for Imam Al-Husayn.

In the beginning, the writer deals with the most important shared
aspect between the ideational theorization and the jurisprudential evi-
dencing, as well as the differences between these two matters. He thus
focuses on the necessity and significance of the presence of a methodol-
ogy in both the ideational theorization and the jurisprudential evidenc-
ing, since without such methodology jurisprudence cannot be a science
of law and ideational theorization cannot be ideational at all.

After the introduction, the writer divides the essay into a number of
points. In the first point, he gives lexical definition of the word jaza“ (deep
grief), concluding that this word means showing and expressing prac-
tically sorrow or wrath for ordeals and misfortunes, which is the op-
posite of suppressing one ‘s wrath and keeping it inside oneself without
showing any sign of it. The writer stresses that the ordinary weeping is
part of jaza® as is confirmed by Arabic lexicographers-a fact that is also
indicated by some narrations that are reported from the Holy Imams.
In fact, this issue is unlike the claim of some people who introduced
Jjaza‘as an expression of grief that is many ranks above ordinary weep-
ing.

e In the second point, the writer mentions the Islamic law concerning
.-f‘-,.-a., Wi deep grief in itself and independently. He thus believes that deep grief
- far ..f‘“ in itself'is discommended but it has not been proven to be forbidden or

Ll illegal. In order to prove this point, the writer cites a number of reli-
gious texts that indicate this fact openly.

Alluding to the reason-based judgment that deep grief is in violation
of man's equilibrium, gravity and solemnity, the writer confirms that
good reason calls for patience and placidity and deems the opposite
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disapproved. Yet, good reason does not go too far in considering deep

grief to be so hideous that one who expresses his dee grief for some-

thing or someone is considered by good reason to have committed a
repugnant act. This is applicable when deep griefis expressed over per- i
sonal issues. However, deep grief that reflects a humanitarian sympathy ﬁ*@ 1
with innocent people whom are oppressed and exposed to ordeals and ~*%, =*
misfortunes is in fact a social value that reflects nobility. In this case, ““#i#:"

such a sort of deep grief'is praiseworthy in the view of good reason. ¥
In the third point, the writer deals with the advisable act of express- '
ing deep grief for Imam Al-Husayn's tragedy, diving this subject into
two part. In the first part, the writer displays the Muslim jurisprudential
settings of the advisability of showing deep grief for Imam Al-Husayn.
In this connection, the writer cites six categories of narrations, all of
which indicate such advisability. W
In the second part, the writer the writer touches on the ideational {:_r
backgrounds of expressing deep grief for Imam Al-Husayn, thus citing Z
a set of ideational resemblances that indicate that good reason deems L
acceptable to show such deep grief, for it is a humanitarian value that ~
broaches the scope of sensational reaction resulting from the appalling v
tragedy that befell Imam Al-Husayn and his righteous family members. g:
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REFORMING THE RITUALS OF COMMEMORATING
IMAM AL-HUSAYN 'S MARTYRDOM IN THE LIGHT OF
THE NARRATIONS OF THE AHL AL-BAYT

Dr. Shaykh Haydar Khammdas al-Sa‘idi

The essay exhibits and deals with a set of narrations that are report-
ed from the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt pertaining to an explanation
of the most correct way of carrying out the rituals of commemorating
Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom in order to be compatible with the goals
expected from carrying out these rituals.

In the beginning, the writer of the essay clarifies the lexical and ter-
minological meanings of the word islah (reform) and then moves to
explaining the meaning of this word when used to describe the rituals
of commemorating Imam Al-Husayn'‘s martyrdom. Thus, he concludes
that reforming these rituals means an elucidation of the most correct or
most ideal method of carrying out the rituals on the ‘Ashiira’ Day-the
tenth of the month of Muharram that is celebrated as the day of Imam
Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom_confirming that such reform sometimes comes
to mean correcting the mistaken idea about these rituals and at other
times comes to mean correcting the mistaken application of these ritu-
als to the reality.

The writer then reviews the stages by which the rituals of commemo-
rating Imam Al-Husayn's martyrdom has passed, dividing them into
four stages; nam001999 stage of shared preparations for the rituals,
[2] the stage of brining into light the background of expression conso-
lations for Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom and then speculating for the
way of celebrating these consolation rituals, [3] the stage of consoli-
dating the tragedies that befell Imam Al-Husayn and creating a con-
nection between the true faith of Islam and these tragedies, and [4]
building firmly and broadening the pillars of these rituals.

Presenting the goals of performing these rituals as is mentioned in
the instructional narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt, the writer summarizes
these goals into four points; namely, [1] continuous connection with
and support of the truth, [2] reviving the signs of the religion, [3] pro-
moting education and true understanding of affairs and events, and [4]
reminding permanently of the oppression that was practiced against
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Imam Al-Husayn.

About the general outlines in the light of which the rituals of com-
memorating Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom must be practice, the writer
mentioned the maintenance of the Divinely-ordained line, the Islamic
morality, and the declaration of Imam Al-Husayn's having been op-
pressed, as well as other outlines.

At the end, the writer cites some models of reform means mentioned
in the narrations reported from the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt.
These narrations includes such means like the inaccuracy of separating
the rituals from their goals, the best method of carrying out these ritu-
als, employing all capacities for using them in the ceremonies of com-
memorating Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom, and keeping on mentioning
and reminding of Imam Al-Husayn persistently.
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'
OVERSTATEMENT AND UNDERSTATEMENT IN DEAL-
ING WITH THE RITUALS OF COMMEMORATING IMAM %% 5%
AL-HUSAYN ‘S MARTYRDOM

Zahra' al-Salim

The writer of the essay reviews the question of overstatement and
understatement practiced in some rituals of commemorating Imam Al-
Husayn s martyrdom, since these two issues leaves a serious risk on
the message and sacredness of these rituals. As a solution, the writer
provides the average state that must be taken into consideration upon
practicing these rituals.

The writer starts with defining the words overstatement and under-
statement, citing the religious texts that dispraised and warned against
them as well as the reasons that led to their rise. Some of these reasons
are ignorance, inattentiveness, following Satan, and patterning after
personal whims.

The writer then defines moderation and restraint and their usages
in the Holy Qur'an, proving that the best representation of modera-
tion and restraint can be seen in the conduct of the Holy Prophet and
Imams, unlike the conduct of their enemies that represented the nega-
tive conceptions of overstatement and understatement.
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Moving to defining sha‘a'ir (rituals) and the peculiarities of the
religious rituals, the writer shows that the rituals of commemorating
Imam Al-Husayn's martyrdom are one of the most obvious features
of the religious rituals. About the history of performing the rituals of
commemorating Imam Al-Husayn's martyrdom, the writer proves that
these rituals are traced back to the first day of the martyrdom of Imam
Al-Husayn. She then reviews some examples of these rituals; namely, ;
elegies of commemorating the Imam ‘s martyrdom, wearing in black as
a sign of grief, and slapping the chests. The writer also alludes to some ~
outcomes of holding these rituals.
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After that, the essay is focused on the bad consequences of overstate-
ment and understatement in the holding of the rituals of commemorat-
ing Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom. These consequences are as follows:
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1. Encompassing the rituals and disorientating the goals.

2. Wasting the methodology in the doing of the rituals.

3. Opacity of some rituals.

4. Concentration on the rituals at the cost of marginalizing the reli-

5. Falling in forbidden acts.

At the end, the writer mentions three ways for regulating the rituals
of commemorating Imam Al-Husayn's martyrdom. These three ways
are as follows:

1. Revising the texts that narrated the details and events of Imam Al-
Husayn s rising.

2. Developing the methods of reviving the rituals of commemorating
Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom.

3. Adopting successful courses of promulgating for the rituals of
commemorating Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom.
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A PERUSAL OF THE MARTYRDOM OF THE HERO “ABIS AL-
SHaGKIRi AND THE CLAIM OF THE DELUSIONAL MADNESS

Shakir al-Ghizzi

The essay deals with the personality of the martyr ‘Abis al-Shakiri
and the story of his martyrdom in addition to an analysis of some details
of the story and an explanation of the lessons to be learnt and derived
therefrom.

The writer of the essay, in the beginning, mentions the biography of
the martyr, citing that some sources cited his name as “Abis ibn Abi-
Shabib while others mentioned him as “Abis ibn Shabib. Thus, the writ-
er prefers the sources that mentioned his name as Abis ibn Abi-Shabib.
He then quotes some words in praise of him.

Referring to the differences in some details of the story of ‘Abis ‘s
martyrdom, the writer wonders why these details cannot be seen in the
two famous books: al-Lahiif fi Qatla al-Tufif (by Sayyid Ibn Tawiis)
and I‘lam al-Wara bi-A‘lam al-Huda (by Shaykh al-Tabarsi).

The writer then moves to discuss the two descriptions that were men-
tioned about ‘Abis; one of which is asad al-usiid (meaning: the lion of
all lions) and the other is al-asad al-aswad (meaning: the black lion).
He thus proves that the earlier description has been mentioned in the
majority of reference books of history and books of the details of Imam
Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom, since it is very common in Arabic to describe
heroes as lions, while the latter is no more than a clerical error that was
committed by the transcribers, since it has never happened in Arabic to
use such a description for describing a hero.

The writer also deems quite improbable that “Abis was black-skinned
and denies that ‘Abis tore his clothes and advanced to the battlefield

t$€$ \“:‘i"" naked; rather, what is proven in reference books of history that he only
,,“E i - threw away his armor and hamlet in order to bring the enemy to the
: :irgﬂ:“' battlefield for combatting him.

|

T

Moreover, the writer stresses that the famous statement of ‘Abis;
namely, “My love for al-Husayn has turned me mad,” has not been
mentioned in any of the reference books of history and other reference
books of the story of Imam Al-Husayn's martyrdom. The writer thus
denies considering the issue of being mad in love for Imam Al-Husayn



to be one of the rituals of commemorating his martyrdom; therefore, as-
cribing this word or behavior to “Abis involves an obvious insult to him.

Finally, the writer reviews some conceptions that are derived from
the story of “Abis ‘s martyrdom, such as full awareness with and sincer-
ity to Imam Al-Husayn, bravery in defending the true faith, and martyr-
dom being the result of legal defense but not a goal.
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THE ROLE OF THE ARBA‘IN MASS PILGRIMAGE IN
REFORMATION

Shaykh Muhammad Reza Al-Sa‘idi

The essay thrashes out the role of the Arba‘in mass pilgrimage to
Imam Al-Husayn's holy shrine (ziyarat al-arba‘in) in the process of
individual and societal reform. The writer thus lists twelve points in this
regard, reviewing the significance of going on this pilgrimage on foot,
the narrations that encouraged this kind of pilgrimage, and the role of
walking in the spiritual building of the faithful believers ‘ personalities.

Touching on the regulated economical practices that escort the sea-
son of the Arba‘in mass pilgrimage, the writer proves that these activi-
ties leave positive impacts on the lives of individuals and the society as
a whole. He then reveals the importance of this mass pilgrimage in the
process of mobilizational and social reform, since this million congre-
gational reflects aspects of power, unity, and solidarity of the people
who embrace the principles of Imam Al-Husayn and claim affiliation
with him. The writer does not neglect the role of this mass pilgrimage
in intellectual and scientific reform, since the pilgrimage is seen as a
golden opportunity to publicize and disseminate the religious teach-
ings. Then the writer sheds light on the role of this mass pilgrimage in
reforming the security affairs, confirming that it lays the foundations of
a highly concentrated security system.

The writer them moves to reviewing the ethical results of the Arba‘in
mass pilgrimage, such as patience, modesty, altruism and many other
high moral standards about which many narrations have been reported
from the Holy Imams. Highlighting the significant role of the Arba‘in
mass pilgrimage in building the personalities of self-sacrificial and die-

hard youths, the writer verifies that this pilgrimage is the major source g

of building the army of the awaited Imam Al-Mahd.

Thereafter, the writer reviews the informational achievements of
the Arba‘in mass pilgrimage, some of which are numerical, others are
qualitative, international, cultural, associative, and so on. Likewise, the
writer reviews the various forms of mutually supportive relationship
and altruism embodied by the Arba‘in mass pilgrimage, such as provid-
ing one s own food, bed, and dwelling to the pilgrims.




About the role of this mass pilgrimage in political building, the writer
proves that this pilgrimage is the best means for creating a willpower of
political change and revolution against the tyrannical rulers.

i Finally, the writer hits upon the role of the Arba“in mass pilgrimage
'!f .o in habituating souls and bodies to tolerating all hardships and troubles
% r 4% for the sake of keeping steadfast on the principles sketched by the Holy

W Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt.
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THE ROLE OF THE RITUALS OF COMMEMORATING
IMAM AL-HUSAYN 'S MARTYRDOM IN STIMULATING
THE EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE

Siddigah Muhammad Asghar al-Miisawi

The writer of the essay starts it with an introduction about the area of
the impacts of the emotions towards Imam Al-Husayn on the conscienc-
es of the Shi‘ah masses, since these emotions were, and are still, tan-
tamount to mutual response in which a mixture of emotional sensitivity
to the sorrowful reality with the creedal, moral, and behavioral lessons
that are learnt from Imam Al-Husayn's reformative rising. Thus, the
writer stresses that the rituals of commemorating Imam Al-Husayn's
tragic martyrdom stands for a symbol of affiliation to Karbala', the
field where Imam Al-Husayn was martyred.

The writer then touches on preliminary concepts like the rituals of
commemorating Imam Al-Husayn's martyrdom, sanity and intelli-
gence, and emotion.

She then moves to discussing the emotional intelligence (or emotion-
al quotient) in its capacity as a modern term that represents the ability
to realizing the feelings and then reaching at generating emotions for
the purpose of strengthening the power of thinking and organizing the
effects and reflections of emotions.

IPTe IR 2 I ATV AT L TAL Y A H"

i

In comparison between Islam and the West with regard to the posi-
tion occupied by emotions, the writer states that Islam has called for
developing the emotions and giving them a Divine color, because this is
the system that links the different colors of humanity and unite all hu-

oy Wi
- ete

man beings around one course. &
About the emotional intelligence in Islam, the writer confirms that g '%\“??"
! P

the Qur'anic texts that worked on and called for enhancing the human F';F"i :
soul paid much attention to the emotional equilibrium and denied the ~"Sigigin"
segregation between the mind and the heart. L
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The writer then concentrates on defining the kind of relationship be-
tween the intelligence and emotion in the rituals of commemorating
Imam Al-Husayn's martyrdom, shedding much light on the emotional
stimulation in the Battle of al-Taff and its impact on the thinking and
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course of the Ahl al-Bayt who directed all emotions towards the goals
Imam Al-Husayn endeavored to achieve through his blessed rising.

The writer then moves to discussing the way the rituals of commemo-
rating Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom stimulated the emotional intelli-
gence through such means like weeping, elegiac poetry and prose, cere-
monies of consolation, delivering organized speeches on this occasion,
and slapping the chests as signs of expressing deep grief.- The writer
then deals with each one of these acts independently through a detailed
scientific study supported by a set of points of evidence deduced from
Qur'anic verses and Prophetic and Imamic traditions.

At the end, the writer seals the essay with an epilogue about the link
between the emotional revivification encouraged by the Holy Imams
of the Ahl al-Bayt and the conditions specified by the Holy Qur'an for
this process of revivification. Thus, the writer confirms that Imam Al-
Husayn met all the emotional needs of the Muslim nation in the same
way as he met all their intellectual needs.
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CHANTING THE ELEGIES OF COMMEMORATING
IMAM AL-HUSAYN 'S MARTYRDOM

Shaykh Ahmad Miisa al-*Ali

The essay is an attempt made by the writer to explain the truth of an
issue about which scholars of Muslim jurisprudence have had different
opinions. Hence, the essay is tantamount to an answer to the following
question: Is it legal to chant the elegies of commemorating Imam Al-
Husayn ‘s martyrdom?

In the beginning, the writer gives a definition to chanting and singing
and then moves to cite the rulings appertained to chanting according to
the jurisprudence of the other Islamic schools of law. Citing three dif-
ferent opinions, the writer concludes that one opinion deems chanting
forbidden, another deems it discommended, and a third opinion deems
it legal. About the issue of listening to songs and chanting according
to the jurisprudence of the other Muslim schools of law, the writer de-
duces that according to these schools of law, singing is lawful provided
that no forbidden matter should accompany it.

He then moves to discussing the same issue in the light of the
Imamiyyah Shi‘ah school of law, quoting that all scholars of the
Imamiyyah Shi‘ah jurisprudence have unanimously agreed upon the
forbiddance of singing except from al-Kashani and al-Muhaqqiq al-
Sabzawari as is understood from the apparent meaning of his verdict.
The writer then cites the sources of the evidence on this verdict, which
are namely the Holy Qur'an, the Prophetic and Imamic traditions, and
the consensus of the master scholars of Muslim jurisprudence.

About the different opinions of the master jurisprudents concerning

0 (',“ the limits of this verdict of forbiddance of singing, the writer mentions
.- that some jurisprudents decided all types and genres of singing as for-

bidden without any exceptions, while others excluded certain types of
singing from this verdict, considering women ‘s singing in wedding par-
ties, songs of cameleers while driving their camels, reading the Qur'an
and the elegies of commemorating Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom in an
intonated way to be legal and excluded from the verdict of the forbid-
dance of singing.



Dedicating the research to the issue of singing in ceremonies of com-
memorating Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom, the writer confirms that the
majority of master scholars of Muslim jurisprudence decided singing
in all of its forms and types, including singing in such consolation cer-
emonies, to be absolutely forbidden without any exception, while others
decided singing in such ceremonies to be excluded from the verdict of
forbiddance, providing some points of evidence to prove their opinion.
The proofs they provided were that [1] such singing helps listeners to
weep, [2] Muslims throughout ages used to recite such elegies in an
intonated form, [3] singing is originally legal and not forbidden, [4]
contradiction between the verdicts of scholars about this issue, [5] such
singing is not part of rapture and mental exaltation, which is the reason
for deciding singing to be illegal, and [6] those who sing elegies cannot
be regarded as singers in the general meaning of the word.

The writer then discusses these points of evidence to conclude that

singing the elegies of commemorating Imam Al-Husayn ‘s martyrdom is
still illegal and forbidden.
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LAWS OF PILGRIMAGE TO IMAM AL-HUSAYN'S
HOLY SHRINE

Shaykh Hasan al-Bashiri

An argumentative essay concerned with the jurisprudential aspect
of pilgrimage to Imam Al-Husayn's holy shrine, the writer of the essay
displays the narrations that encouraged on visiting the tomb of Imam
Al-Husayn and introduces them for discussion and conclusion, aiming
at deducing the most accurate law concerning this issue.

The writer initially proves that visiting the tomb of Imam Al-Husayn
is originally required. He then clarifies that this “requiredness” can
be either recommended and advisable, or obligatory upon all individu-
als independently, or obligatory upon the Muslim nation collectively
in the sense that when one Muslim carries out this duty, the others are
released from this duty.

Reviewing the points of evidence provided by those who decided pil-
grimage to Imam Al-Husayn's holy shrine to be obligatory upon each
individual independently, the writer cites eleven narrations in this re-
gard, but he records a number of notices proving the otherwise. The
most important of these notices are as follows:

1. These narrations ‘ chains of authority are not authentic enough.

2. These narrations ‘ texts do not indicate the duty involved as clearly
as required.

3. These narrations ‘ texts are in violation of other narrations * texts
that openly decided the pilgrimage to Imam Al-Husayn's holy tomb to
be only advisable but not obligatory.

4. None of the ancient and recent master scholars of Shi‘ah Jurispru- -
dent has ever deemed obligatory the pilgrimage to Imam Al-Husayn " s
holy tomb.

5. Some close companions of the Holy Imams were not reported to
have visited the holy tomb of Imam Al-Husayn.

6. No narration has threatened with punishment those who forsake
visiting or going on pilgrimage to Imam Al-Husayn ‘s holy tomb, except
for one narration that has not been proven as overwhelmingly authentic.
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7. People used to ask the Holy Imams about the rewards for visiting
Imam Al-Husayn's holy tomb, which indicates that such people knew
for sure that this act is only recommended and advisable.

Reviewing the evidence provided by those scholars who deemed col-
lectively obligatory to visit the holy tomb of Imam Al-Husayn, the writ-
er discusses these points of evidence through two premises. The first
premise is that there is a number of narrations that indicated that the
pilgrimage to Imam Al-Husayn's holy tomb is obligatory. The second
premise is that these narrations cannot be understood to mean that it
is obligatory to do so. As a result, it is necessary to understand these
narrations to mean that visiting Imam Al-Husayn ‘s holy tomb is only
recommended and advisable but not obligatory. Even if there is no way
to understand these narrations in this way, then traditional combina-
tion of the two sets of narrations requires that it is only recommended,
but not collectively obligatory, to visit Imam Al-Husayn ‘s holy tomb.

Sealing the essay, the writer concludes that the most accurate law in
this regard is that pilgrimage to Imam Al-Husayn s holy shrine is only
recommended, as is indicated by authentically, famously, and uninter-
ruptedly reported narrations.
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PILGRIMAGE TO IMAM AL-HUSAYN ‘S HOLY SHRINE

~=ei' '“h. IN THE MONTH OF RAMAdaN
l' s
;‘Gﬁ Sayyid Muhammad Hashim al-Madani
- The issue of pilgrimage to Imam Al-Husayn s holy tomb during the

blessed month of Ramadan is discussed elaborately in this essay. The
writer thus starts with citing the general rule in this regard as inferred
from the authentic narrations of the Holy Imams who encouraged force-
fully on visiting the holy shrine of Imam Al-Husayn at any time, con-
sidering this act to be the best of all acts. Depending upon the words of
the Holy Imams, the writer of the essay confirms that there are certain
times at which the pilgrimage to Imam Al-Husayn ‘s holy tomb becomes
more recommended than other times, since the rewards for such act are
doubled at these specific times. One of these times is during the blessed
month of Ramadan in which Muslims are obligatorily required to ob-
serve fasting. For this reason, the writer divides the essay into two main
parts, as follows:

In the first part, the writer discusses the specific times of visiting
Imam Al-Husayn's holy shrine during the month of Ramadan. He thus
subdivides the discussion into two further parts, the first part of which
is dedicated to discussing visiting the holy tomb at any time of the
month, since many narrations have confirmed this matter. The second
part is about visiting Imam Al-Husayn ‘s holy shrine at certain times of
the month, such as the first, mid, and last nights of the month as well
as the Qadr Nights (i.e. the nineteenth, twenty-first, and twenty-third
nights of the month) and the last ten nights of the months generally.
In addition, other narrations deemed it recommended to visit the holy
shrine at the nighttime and on the daytime of the ‘Id al-Fitr Day, the
first day of the month of Shawwal that comes directly after the month
of Ramadan. Although this day is not within the month of Ramadan, the

£ vey | ‘i.‘-‘ writer considers it to be so.

"% & Inthe second part of the essay, the writer discusses the laws apper-
B “"‘\?l"" tained to traveling during the month of Ramadan for visiting the holy
shrine of Imam Al-Husayn, since it is not allowed to travel whilst fast-
ing, therefore, there is contradiction between breaking the obligatory
fast and pilgrimage to Imam Al-Husayn's holy tomb. In this regard,
the writer mentions two groups of narrations. The first group includes
the narrations that indicate preferring keeping fasting over travelling
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during the month of Ramadan, which is a general rule. Discussing
this issue, the writer proves that these narrations are restricted by the
other narrations that indicated the recommendation of visiting Imam

Al-Husayn'‘s holy shrine during the month of Ramadan; therefore, the i
indication of the earlier narrations may be eliminated by the indication 1'35 1
of the latter ones. ?"
Concerning the second group of narrations, there are namely three e
narrations that openly warned against going on pilgrimage for visit- T
ing the holy tomb of Imam Al-Husayn during the month of Ramadan,
because keeping on fasting must be preferred to visiting the holy tomb.
Commenting, the writer states that these narrations cannot be provided
as overwhelming evidence, because their chains of authority are imper-
fect and also because their purports are in violation of the many other
authentic narrations that confirmed the recommendation of visiting the L
holy tomb of Imam Al-Husayn during the month of Ramadan. bis
In conclusion, pilgrimage to Imam Al-Husayn ‘s holy tomb during the Z
month of Ramadan must be recommended. L
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